Week Ending Friday, September 20, 2002

Proclamation 7591—National
Hispanic Heritage Month, 2002

September 13, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America’s cultural diversity has always
been a great strength of our Nation. The His-
panic-American community has a long and
important history of commitment to our Na-
tion’s core values, and the contributions of
this community have helped make our coun-
try great. During National Hispanic Heritage
Month, we celebrate the many achievements
of Hispanic Americans and recognize their
contributions to our country.

In 1968, the Congress authorized Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson to proclaim National
Hispanic Heritage Week, and this observ-
ance was expanded in 1988 to a month-long
celebration to honor our Nation’s Hispanic
heritage. During this month, America cele-
brates the traditions, ancestry, and unique
experiences of those who trace their roots
to Spain, Mexico, the countries of Central
and South America, and the Caribbean.

Throughout our history, Hispanic Ameri-
cans have enriched the American way of life,
and we recognize the millions of Hispanic
Americans whose love of family, hard work,
and community have helped unite us as a
people and sustain us as a Nation. As entre-
preneurs and public servants, scholars and
artists, Hispanic Americans have provided
wisdom, energy, and leadership to our com-
munities, and to our country. During the
Civil War, David Glasgow Farragut, son of
Revolutionary War hero Jorge Farragut of
Spain, won fame as a Union hero by blocking
Southern ports. The Congress rewarded his
valor by naming him the Navy’s first four-
star Admiral. Today, a statue honoring his
many accomplishments stands in Farragut
Square, Washington, D.C. Nearly a century

ago, Hispanic actresses Myrtle Gonzalez and
Beatriz Michelena were popular stars in si-
lent films. Many others followed as the indus-
try expanded in the 20th Century, including
Rita Hayworth, Fernando Lamas, and An-
thony Quinn. In 1959, Dr. Severo Ochoa was
a co-recipient of the Nobel Prize in Physi-
ology or Medicine for the discovery of RNA
(ribonucleic acid), one of the chemical build-
ing blocks of life. In the world of sports, ath-
letes such as Roberto Clemente earned the
admiration of countless Americans for his
athletic skill and commitment to humani-
tarian efforts.

We also remember those Hispanics who
established the vibrant and diverse American
cities of Los Angeles, San Francisco, Santa
Fe, San Antonio, and many others. We re-
member those who were instrumental in ex-
ploring and mapping our great hemisphere
and we honor those proud Hispanic-Amer-
ican patriots who fought and died for our
country in every war and conflict since our
founding. During National Hispanic Herit-
age Month, I join with all Americans in cele-
brating this rich and diverse culture and en-
courage all citizens to recognize the impor-
tant role of Hispanics in creating and build-
ing this great Nation.

To honor the achievements of Hispanic
Americans, the Congress, by Public Law
100-402, has authorized and requested the
President to issue annually a proclamation
designating September 15 through October
15, as “National Hispanic Heritage Month.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 15 through
October 15, 2002, as National Hispanic Her-
itage Month. I call upon public officials, edu-
cators, librarians, and all the people of the
United States to observe this month with ap-
propriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of September,
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1544

in the year of our Lord two thousand two,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 18, 2002]

NoTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 14, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 19.

Proclamation 7592—National Farm
Safety and Health Week, 2002

September 13, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

American farm and ranch families embody
our Nation’s values of hard work, love of the
land, and love of country. Farming not only
feeds our country but increasingly provides
more of our Nation’s energy needs. The suc-
cess of America’s farmers and ranchers is es-
sential to our economy, and helping to ensure
their safety is an important goal for our coun-
try.
Because their homes also serve as their
workplace, our country’s farm families are
often exposed to unique hazards. These in-
clude powerful machinery, dangerous chemi-
cals, unruly livestock, and buildings con-
taining high dust and gas levels. To ensure
safety, young family members helping with
farm work must be trained to recognize these
dangers; and we must also safeguard older
farm workers whose health risks may in-
crease due to aging and previous injuries.

Professionals in the engineering safety and
rural health fields have made significant
progress in preventing accidents in agricul-
tural settings. To protect machinery opera-
tors, industry has made great strides to incor-
porate safeguards to prevent rollovers, entan-
glements, and other accidents. Personal pro-
tective gear, new and safer packaging, and
advances in respiratory protection and hear-
ing conservation help protect agricultural
workers from contact with hazardous prod-
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ucts, excessive dust, gas, and unduly loud
noise in the work environment.

To ensure our farmers  continued health,
we must increase public awareness of avail-
able safety precautions. Simple, economical
tools and procedures can help prevent acci-
dents on farms. With proper installation and
care, lighting and marking devices reduce the
risk of highway collisions between farm
equipment and vehicles. By clearly labeling
farm chemicals and storing them in locked
containers, we can help avoid poisonings and
injuries.

America’s farmers make invaluable con-
tributions to our country, and my Administra-
tion is committed to preserving the farm way
of life for future generations. In May, I was
pleased to sign the Farm Security and Rural
Investment Act of 2002. This generous new
law will strengthen American agriculture and
support our farmers through difficult times,
without encouraging overproduction and de-
pressing prices. I also intend to aggressively
use my trade promotion authority to open
markets to American farmers. By promoting
farm safety, we strengthen our farm economy
and help our Nation’s farmers continue to
be the best, most productive farmers in the
world.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the week of Sep-
tember 15 through September 21, 2002, as
National Farm Safety and Health Week. I
call upon the agencies, organizations, and
businesses that serve America’s agricultural
workers to strengthen their commitment to
promoting farm safety and health programs.
I also encourage American citizens to recog-
nize the importance of our agricultural herit-
age and the valuable contributions America’s
farmers, ranchers, and farm workers make
to our Nation’s economy and vitality.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand two,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh.

George W. Bush



